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Holistic Scale

Analytic Scale

Reliability

[

Construct Validity

ructiveness*

lower than analytic but
still acceptable

holistic scale assumes that
all relevant aspects of
writing ability develop at
the same rate and can thus
be captured in a single
score;

holistic scores correlate with
superficial aspects such as
length and handwriting

relatively fast and easy

single score may mask an
uneven writing profile
and may be misleading
for placement

White (1995) argues that
reading holistically is a more
natural process than reading
analytically

n/a

higher than holistic

analytic scales more
appropriate for L.2 writers
as different aspects of
writing ability develop at
different rates

time-consuming; expensive

more scales provide useful
diagnostic information for
placement and/or
instruction;

more useful for rater
training

raters may read holistically
and adjust analytic scores
to match holistic
impression

n/a
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